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Introduction

People with intellectual disability (ID) in high income countries such as Ireland have been or are being relocated from large, isolated,
institutional care facilities to community care – to enhance their inclusion into the society.

Previous research (Guha, 2016; Sarkar, 2015; Young & Courtad, 2016) show that assistive technology (AT) can enhance community
living and social inclusion for people with ID.

By 2015, only about 10% of all people with disabilities had access to AT they need (Khasnabis et al., 2015). It is not known how
many people with ID in Ireland or globally have access to AT they need, or their needs that can be addressed by access to AT.

Research problem

Need to explore how access to and use of relevant AT can enhance community living and social inclusion for people with ID

Study aim

The aim of the study is to provide knowledge on how access to and use of AT can support social inclusion of users with ID in Ireland

Methods

Key arguments
We present a framework for conceptualising AT enhanced community
living.
Access to and use of AT improves interpersonal relationships, access to
services and promotes independence for users with ID.
Effective use of AT is dependent on the level of support and motivation
among relevant key workers supporting users with ID.
There is limited awareness and information on AT among key
stakeholders

Conclusion
Inadequate access to AT in a technologically mediated world is a risk for
social exclusion for many people with ID

Framework for AT enhanced community living
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